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D
r. Arnold Klein, the
longtime Beverly
Hills dermatologist
whose patients-

turned-pals included Mi-
chael JacksonandElizabeth
Taylor, hasdied.Hewas 70.

Often called the “King of
Lips” and later the “father of
Botox” forhisability toerase
wrinklesandsagswith injec-
tions, Klein died Thursday
at EisenhowerMedical Cen-
ter in Rancho Mirage. His
death was confirmed by the
Riverside County coroner’s
office.No cause of deathwas
given.

After opening his Rox-
bury Drive office in the
mid-1970s, Klein built an A-
list clientele of Hollywood
icons, starlets, industry big-
wigs and Beverly Hills ma-
trons seeking to obliterate
crow’s feet, firm up droopy
jaw lines and plump up
smiles.

His expertise in lip aug-
mentation was solidified
when a region of the upper
lip—theGlogau-Kleinpoint
— was named for him and
fellow dermatologist Rich-
ardGlogau.

“Putmenext toapatient,
give me a needle, and I’m

really happy,” Klein told the
AssociatedPress in 2011.

He was born Arnold Wil-
liamKlein onFeb. 27,1945, in
Mount Clemens, Mich., and
graduated from the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania School
ofMedicine in1971.

After he opened a private
practice in Beverly Hills, his
careergotaboostafterMerv
Griffin invitedhimtoappear
onhis television talk show.

Klein’spractice attracted
the likes of Goldie Hawn,
Carrie Fisher andDolly Par-
ton. When Parton took the
stage at theHollywoodBowl
in 2011, according to a Vanity
Fair profile, she proclaimed,
“It takes a lot of money to
look this cheap, and I owe it
all toDr.ArnieKlein.”

InanotherVanityFair ar-
ticle, in 2003, Elizabeth Tay-
lor said: “He’s themost bril-
liant doctor in theworld.”

Cosmetic dermatology
brought Klein great wealth,
and he wasn’t shy about
flaunting it.Areceptionarea
inhisBeverlyHills clinicwas
decorated with $1-million
Warhols, and he ownedmul-
tiplemansions and a bevy of
luxury vehicles.

In 2003, The Times, de-
scribing his appearance at a
Hollywoodluncheon,saidhe
“wore ablack suit, a tie stud-
ded with red rhinestones (a
$500 gift from a client) and a
walking cane he told those

within earshot was a recent
gift fromMichael Jackson.”

Hewasalsoknown forhis
philanthropy. With Taylor
and others, he became an
early advocateand fundrais-
er for AIDS research. He
said he was one of the first
physicians to diagnose a
case of Kaposi’s sarcoma (a
cancer associated withHIV/
AIDS that causes skin le-
sions) in Southern Califor-
nia.

But in his later years,
Klein frequently made the
news because of his associa-
tion with Jackson, a fre-
quent visitor tohis clinic.

After the singer’s 2009
death from an overdose of
the anesthetic propofol, in-
vestigators probed Klein’s
treatment of the star, and
paparazziwere onhandout-
side the dermatologist’s
buildingwhenacoroner’sof-
ficial came to collect Jack-
son’smedical records.

At the trial of Jackson’s
personal physician,Dr. Con-
rad Murray, defense attor-
neys suggested Klein bore
some of the blame for Jack-
son’s death, abetting his ad-
diction to the painkiller
Demerol by providing him
with enormous doses that
served no validmedical pur-
pose. The trial judge barred
the defense from calling
Klein to the witness stand,
and jurors convicted Mur-
ray.

But the allegations stung
the dermatologist, who told
the Associated Press: “I see
stuff on the Internet, and it
hurts, because I don’t like to
be called abaddoctor.”

After the verdict, he pub-
licly acknowledged that he
was under investigation by
the Medical Board of Cali-
fornia.

Klein took to national
television and gossip web-
sites to opine about Jack-
son’s sex life and medical
care.

Asked to debunk rumors
thathehad fatheredsomeof
Jackson’s children, he told
TV journalist Diane Sawyer,
“Not to thebestofmyknowl-
edge. That is all I can tell
you.”

Klein also publicly said
that Jackson had an affair
withKlein’smaleofficeman-
ager.

Taylor, on Twitter, casti-
gated her longtime friend
Klein: “I thought doctors,
like priests, took an oath of
confidentiality. May God
havemercy onhis soul.”

All the negative publicity
was a personal and profes-
sional blow. By 2011, Klein,
who had a home in Palm
Springs at the time of his
death, declared bankruptcy
and later auctioned off art-
work and mementos from
celebrity friends.

Klein also had been the
target of a highly publicized
2003 lawsuit by socialite Ire-
na Medavoy, who alleged
that his Botox treatments
had caused “life-altering
headaches.” A Los Angeles
jury disagreed with Meda-
voy, voting 9-3 against her.

Information on survivors
was not immediately avail-
able.

hailey.branson
@latimes.com
Times staffwriterElaine
Woocontributed to this
article.

Matt Sayles Associated Press

DERMATOLOGIST TO THE STARS
Arnold Klein counted among his patients Michael
Jackson, Elizabeth Taylor and Dolly Parton. He made

millions, but filed for bankruptcy in 2011.

ARNOLD KLEIN, 1945 – 2015

He treated
the elite of
Hollywood
By Hailey Branson-
Potts

‘I see stuff on the
Internet, and it
hurts, because I
don’t like to be
called a bad
doctor.’
— Dr. Arnold Klein,

on the trial of Michael Jackson’s
doctor, whose attorneys said

Klein bore some responsibility
for the singer’s death
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Edward J. Pierce
September 21, 1951 - October 22, 2015

Edward J. Pierce of Los Angeles, CA, passed
away peacefully surrounded by family and friends
on October 22, 2015. Ed had a distinguished
academic and professional career, and his
generosity of spirit and hospitality touched the lives
of many.

Ed was born in Buchanan, New York, on
September 21, 1951, to parents Maureen andWeb
who pre-deceased him. He began his academic
career at Yale University where he earned his
Bachelors Degree in French Literature. After
graduating from Yale, Ed worked for a year as a
janitor at the Yale Medical School—a credential he
was always proud to mention.

Ed then earned a Master of Arts in Teaching at
Brown University, followed by a year of teaching
high school English in Rhode Island. After his
year of teaching, Ed entered Harvard Law School
where he earned his J.D. While at Harvard, Ed
met his lifelong partner and beloved husband
of 36 years, Robert M. Saltzman, most recently
Associate Dean and Professor at the University
of Southern California Gould School of Law. Rob
currently serves as the senior Commissioner of the
Los Angeles City Police Commission. Ed and Rob
shared a full and rewarding life centered on family,
friends, and a lifelong passion for social justice and
community service.

After law school, Ed joined the Beverly Hills law
firm of Kaplan, Livingston, Goodwin, Berkowitz
and Selvin. He subsequently was a partner in the
Los Angeles firm of Pollard, Bauman, Slome and
McIntosh, and later in the Los Angeles office of
Seyfarth Shaw. Notwithstanding his self-professed
ignorance of all things technological, Ed finished
his professional career as General Counsel of the
pioneering internet social network site, GeoCities.
com. At GeoCities, he led the firm through
several rounds of venture financing followed by a
successful public offering and subsequent sale in
1999 to Yahoo! Inc. Ed’s skill and expertise are
credited with helping GeoCities become one of the
most successful internet sites of its era.

Subsequent to his career at GeoCities, Ed
continued to devote himself to his husband, Rob,
as well as being a major financial and volunteer
contributor to a number of organizations, in
particular, GLSEN, the Gay, Lesbian and Straight
Education Network. GLSEN’s work focuses on
facilitating and promoting greater awareness and
appreciation of LGBT issues among K-12 students
around the country through GLSEN-sponsored
student groups.

Ed was known for a quintessential talent for
cooking and entertaining, a rapier wit and clever
sense of humor, and an unmatched dedication
to his family and friends. He was proud to be the
popular “Uncle Ed” for many children and adults
well beyond his immediate family. Ed leaves this
world a better place, and he leaves behind a wide
circle of family and friends who are inspired to
honor his memory and his heroic struggle. Along
with his husband, Rob, he is survived by his
brothers and sisters-in-law, Terry and June Pierce,
and Tim and Janet Pierce, along with beloved
nieces and nephews.

Donations can be made in Ed’s memory to
GLSEN at glsen.org, and to the Youth and Family
Programs at the Los Angeles LGBT Center at
lalgbtcenter.org. In accordance with Ed’s wishes,
no formal memorial service is planned. We
ask only that he be remembered for his selfless
dedication to children, family and friends.
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Beloved mother, daughter, sister,
aunt and friend, Gail Buky passed away
peacefully at her home in Los Angeles
on October 16, 2015. Gail is survived by
her son Jordan Buky of Los Angeles, her
mother, Maxine Haidy and sister, Pam
Seidman, of Las Vegas. Her treasured
circle of family and friends loved her
deeply. Born on July 13, 1948, Gail
was a lifelong resident of Los Angeles,
a city she prized. She attended Fairfax
High School where she met many of
her dearest friends. Gail was known
for her exquisite cooking, graceful
hospitality, sharp sense of humor and
her effortless style. As the proud owner
of Buky House, she welcomed the
world to her home with open arms. In
lieu of flowers, the family asks that you
send donations to the Autism Science
Foundation.

July 13, 1948 - October 16, 2015
Buky, Gail
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Towa Firszt, a Holocaust survivor,
was born in Poland on June 19, 1932.
After a long illness Towa passed away
on September 1, 2015, in Burbank,
California.
Towa was predeceased by her

brothers Bernie and Kalman Kurant,
and by her sisters Rachel Kurant,
Miriam Tagary, and Bina Sniatowski.
Towa is survived by many who loved

her andwill always love her: Dov Firszt,
her husbandof sixty-four years; her son
Chaim Natan; her daughter Rachel, her
son-in-law Bernie, and grandchildren
Jared, Sheena, Binyamin and Simcha,
and Towa’s special friends Sheila Breski
and Rena Segal and family
Rabbi Shmueli and the entire

congregation of Chabad of Burbank,
California, will always be remembered
and appreciated for the love, care, and
kindess they extended to Towa.
Towa will always be remembered

by her many relatives and friends
for her love of life, her kindness, her
generosity of spirit, her laughter and
her sweetness.
To have known Towas was to love

her.

June 19, 1932 - September 1, 2015
Firszt, towa
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Adaline “Addie” Handler, died
peacefully on March 21, 2015 at her
home in Woodland Hills, CA. Addie
was born December 6, 1930, in
Denver, Colorado, the daughter of
Albert Klein and Sarah Cohen. Addie
was the youngest of three children
along with two brothers Gene and
Herman. Addie spent the majority of
her time as a housewife while also
volunteering at Cedars-Sinai Hospital
in Los Angeles. Addie enjoyed the
outdoors with her gardening at home
and loved to shop. Addie graduated
from West High School in Denver
and attended Oklahoma University.
Addie met the love of her life Sidney
Handler in Denver, and in 1950 they
moved to Los Angeles where they
were married on December 3, 1950.
Sidney along with his two brothers
was part of the founding family of
Mattel Toys. Addie is survived by her
beloved son, Gary (Cathleen) Handler;
three grandchildren, Alyson, Rusty
and Sami; great grandchild, Olivia;
and a number of other relatives and
close friends. Funeral service for family
members and friends of Addie will be
held on Sunday, October 25, 2015, 3:00
P.M. at Hillside Memorial Park, 6001W
Centinela Ave, Los Angeles, CA 90045.

December 6, 1930 - October 21, 2015
Handler, adaline

It is with deepest sorrow and regret,
that the Frisco Family and the legal
community have lost a wonderful man
Thursday, October 15, 2015, the very
Honorable Charles Edward Frisco. He
passed at 92 years of age and lived a
beautiful and fulfilled life.
The son of Sicilian immigrants,

Gandolfo and Joanne, Judge Frisco was
born and raised in Detroit, Michigan.
He came from a close family, a sister,
Delphine, along with his two brothers,
Frank and Sammy. Judge Frisco and
his two brothers were World War II
veterans. He served in the U.S. Army
Air Forces and was assigned to Corsica,
Italy, Austria and North Africa, the
latter place where he lost his brother
Sammy, on Christmas Day, 1942.
After discharge from service Judge

Frisco moved to California and he
remembered how his father had
emphasized the importance of an
education and would quote him often:
“No one can take it away from you.” He
attended Loyola University then Loyola
Law School. He passed the California
Bar in 1951. Judge Frisco had a legal
partnership and toward the end of
his career as a lawyer; he was doing
approximately 20 jury trials a year.
Governor Pat Brown appointed Judge
Frisco to the Downey Municipal Court
in 1966, where he served until 1980,
including five years as presiding judge.
Governor Jerry Brown elevated him
to the Los Angeles Superior Court in
1980. He was named “Superior Court
Judge of the Year by the Southeast
District Bar Association in 1981, which
ultimately named the award after him
when he retired. Being a judge was
one of the many loves of his life; he
served as chair of the court’s Historical
Events Committee, performing 31
enrobing ceremonies and introducing
264 judges, the most ever by any Los
Angeles County judge. He retired in
October of 2010.
Judge Frisco was a founding

member of both the Italian-American
Bar Association and the Southeast
Bar Association. He often times was
called upon to “roast” various judges
and attorneys who were either
retiring or receiving an award. He was
a gentleman, known for his charm,
warmth, kindness, but most of all, his
wit. Gregarious by nature, Charlie was
paternalistic and professorial with
new attorneys appearing in his court.
Regardless of status, he treated a
novice lawyer with the same dignified
courtesy as he would a high caliber
top-notch lawyer. Judge Wendell
Mortimer years ago summed up what
other judges would say about him:
“I’ve thought many times, what Frisco
would do? And that answer seems to
have served me well. He’s definitely
someone I try to emulate.”
Apart from the law and family,

Charlie was passionate about his
parents’ native land, Sicily. In his
chambers, he kept a grand wall map of
the island. Always eager to visit Italy
over the years, he refined his taste for
opera, which he acquired as a child,
when his older brother would play
piano at home. Tosca was his favorite
or “anything else by Puccini.”
Judge Frisco is one of the last of

the “Greatest Generation” and will be
dearly missed. Charlie’s greatest joy
was his wife of over 61 years, Marjorie,
a“First Lady”inher own right.Together,
they have seven children: Patti Frisco,
Charles Frisco, Jr., Esq., Joanne Frisco
Stathoulis, Judge Christopher Frisco,
Janine Frisco Poletti, Esq., Craig
Frisco and Jacquelyn Frisco Habsburg;
sons-in-law: Takis Stathoulis, Thomas
Poletti, Esq. and Gregor Habsburg,
and along with seven grandchildren:
Charles Gianfisco, George Stathoulis,
Garryn Laws, Elizabeth Poletti, Esq.,
Samantha Poletti, Taylor Knudson
Frisco and Thomas Poletti, Jr.
Rosary will be held on Tuesday,

October 27, 2015, 7:00 p.m., at St.
Bruno’s Catholic Church, 15740 Citrus
Rd.,Whittier, Ca.
Funeral service will be held on

Wednesday, October 28, 2015, 12:00
p.m., at St. Bruno’s Catholic Church.
Burial at Holy Sepulcher Cemetery and
reception to follow.
Risher Mortuary & Cremation

Service are Funeral Directors. Please
leave the family condolences on our
website www.rishermortuary.com.
(323) 728-1261.

October 15, 2015
Frisco, charles Edward
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JAMES ALLEN MYERS, JR.

James Allen Myers, Jr., 55, of
Huntington Beach passed away
unexpectedly on September 26, 2015.
The cause of death was a heart attack.
From a job as a high school courier, Jim
built Executive Express, Inc., a Newport
Beach-based courier service into a
thriving enterprise with 63 employees.
At the same time, he graduated with
honors in 1984 from the University of
Southern California with a degree in
entrepreneurial studies.
Jim was beloved by his family and

many friends for his hard work, love of
fun, and mischievous sense of humor.
He is survived by his wife, Lynne
Douglass Myers, and his sons, James
and Conrad Myers, also of Huntington
Beach, as well as his mother and
stepfather, Martha Bodman-Lefkovits
and Norman Lefkovits of Malibu;
his father James A. Myers Sr. of
Shelbyville, TN; his sisters Julie Myers
of Solana Beach and Alessandra Astolfi
Carter of Atlanta, GA; his brothers
Michael Myers of Colorado Springs, CO,
Felippe Marques of South Beach, FL,
Dr. Andrew Myers of Jackson, TN; and
numerous nieces and nephews.
A celebration of Jim’s life will be

held at the Huntington Harbour Yacht
Club on October 25 at 3 p.m., RSVP
714-336-8700.

Myers Jr., James Allen

(92), a retired longtime employee of
Presto Foods, passed away on October
18, 2015 in Torrance. Beloved aunt of
Carol (Duncan) Sato, Karen Mayeda,
Joyce Mayeda (Tom) Jones, Janice
Mayeda, and Susan Mayeda (Eric)
Johansen; great-aunt of Alyssa Sato,
Joshua and Jenna Mayeda-Jones, and
Charlie Johansen.
A funeral service will be held on

Saturday, October 31, 2015 at 11:00AM
at the Memorial Chapel of Green Hills
Memorial Park, 27501 S. Western
Ave., Rancho Palos Verdes with Pastor
Annette Kakimoto from GardenaValley
Baptist Church officiating.

MinaMi, Masako

Legendary singer-songwriter and
guitarist, Hirth Martinez, lifelong
resident of Los Angeles, has passed.
He filled the earth with exquisite
melodies, songs, and poems while
on his musical sojourn here, which
included several tours in Japan. He
was discovered by Bob Dylan which
led to his first two critically acclaimed
albums released by Warner Bros in
1975 and 1977.
He is survivedandmissedbyhis great

love of 19 years, Indira Judith Parsons;
two daughters: Vignette Noelle (Lucas)
Lammott; Kelli Djinji (Oscar) Wood; six
grandchildren; Andromeda Lammott;
Alissa, Harmonie, Leah, and Katelynn
Wood; Spencer Lubs; a sister, Judy
Martinez. He was preceded in death by
his parents, Samuel and Helen.
A musical memorial honoring Hirth’s

career and life will be held at the Elks in
Montebello, November 8, 1-6pm.

August 21, 1945 - October 6, 2015
Martinez, Hirth

Matile Kerner passed away on
October 16, 2015, at 103 years of age.
Born October 10, 1912 in Cleveland,

Ohio, Matile traveled with her parents
throughout the United States, finally
settling in southern California.
Predeceased by her husband, Dr.
Sydney Kerner and son, Marcus Kerner,
Matile lived in Los Angeles and West
Hollywood before moving to the south
bay, where she lived in Torrance and
Redondo Beach for over 30 years. She
was living in Rancho Palos Verdes at
the time of her death.

Matile, or “Grandma Red” as her
family referred to her, had careers as
a model and homemaker as well as a
saleswoman in jewelry and antiques.
She worked for the artist Sascha
Brostoff, and then at Fosters Antiques
and Muriel Chastanet Fine Jewelry
Studio in Westwood. Matile was also
a gifted sculptor and artist in her
own right. She had travelled around
the world with LACMA, as well as to
Argentina to visit family, and loved to
share her experiences.
Matile is survived by her daughter

Paula Benard, son-in-law Robert
Benard and granddaughter Shawna
Benard, M.D.

Her wish was to be cremated and
have her ashes scattered at sea.

A gathering is being planned for
the near future to celebrate her life and
display her artwork and art collection.

Memorial contributions in her
name can be made to the American
Heart Association, Cystic Fibrosis
Foundation or Children’s Hospital, Los
Angeles.

October 10, 1912 - October 16, 2015
Kerner, Matile

Harold Kaye, long time resident of
Los Angeles, passed away on October
22, 2015. He was married for 66 years
to the love of his life, Vivian. He is
survived by his two brothers, Alvin
and Bryon. He is survived by his son,
Steven, and daughters, Sheila and
Marilyn. He is also survived by his
two grandchildren, Shawn and Davin,
as well as three great-grandchildren.
Private services, Mt. Sinai Memorial
Parks and Mortuaries-Hollywood Hills,
(800) 600-0076.

Kaye, Harold
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Jack Wayne Zurbrugg was born on
Wednesday the 16th of July, 1947 to
Wayne and Helen Zurbrugg in Fort
Wayne, Indiana. The family relocated
to Whittier, California in 1959. He was
the oldest of four children.
Jack graduated from Junior College

and worked as a piping design
engineer for San Onofre.
As a young man, he joined

Overeaters Anonymous and dedicated
his life to service in that Fellowship.
He was also a member of Alcoholics
Anonymous and Al-Anon. He became
abstinent and sober in 1971 and
maintained both until the time he
passed away on Wednesday the 14th
of October, 2015.
He will be interred at sea on

Wednesday, the 28th of October,
2015. A memorial service will be held
on Sunday, November 15th from 2:30
p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Belmont Heights
United Methodist Church, 317 Termino
Ave., Long Beach, in the basement
multipurpose room. He is survived
by his wife, Denise J. Zurbrugg, two
sisters, Jo Ellen Krutulewski and Judy
Lewis, and one brother, Jim Zurbrugg;
three nieces and one nephew; one
great-niece, four great-nephews and
two aunts.

July 16, 1947 - October 14, 2015
Zurbrugg, Jack Wayne

(95), passed away on October
14, 2015 in LA. He is survived by his
wife, Misao Yokotake; children, Dennis
(Yumi) Yokotake, Yoko Ohigashi,
Irene Ito, Diane (Ed) Williams, and
Elaine Kimura; grandchildren, Kristy
Ohigashi, Matthew (Hannah), Ryan,
and Courtney Ito, Kevin Yokotake,
Shani (Yodai) Enoshita, Nathan
Kimura, Kristi and Sandi Williams; also
survived bymany nieces, nephews and
other relatives.
A private funeral service was held

on Friday, October 23, 2015 at the
Memorial Chapel of Kubota Nikkei
Mortuary, with Rimban William
Briones from Los Angeles Hompa
Hongwanji officiating.

Yokotake, Ben Hisashi

Survived by children Howard, Barry
(Anna), Lynne (Robert). Svcs atMt Sinai
Hollywood Hills 10/20/15@11:30AM.

May 22, 1917 - October 18, 2015
Weiss, Bernard

Jean was born in Gardner, MA. and
passed away in Santa Monica, CA.
Predeceased by her husband, John

T. and her son, James. Survived by
Margaret (Edward) Susank, John
J. (Mary), Barbara (Kevin) Smith,
Michael (Linda), Joan (Richard) Galvin,
Suzanne (Edward) Hoffman, Karen
(daughter-in-law); 19 grandchildren,
10 great grandchildren. Mass of
Christian Burial at Holy Cross Cemetery
on October 26 at 12:30 pm.
In lieu of flowers, a donation may be

made to theWeber Family Endowment
Scholarship Fund at Mount Saint
Mary’s University, 10 Chester Pl., Los
Angeles 90007.

October 7, 1923 - October 15, 2015
WeBeR, Jean katherine

Bert Rosenbloom died
peacefully in his sleep
on Monday, October 19,
2015 at the age of 91.

He was preceded in death by his wife,
Zelda Rosenbloom and his brothers,
Joey and Larry Rosenbloom. He is
survived by his love of the last 16 years,
Adelle Heller, his sons Jon (Debra)
Rosenbloom, Richard Rosenbloom,
his daughter Lauren (Graham) Halky
and his grandchildren Zach, Zoe,
Alexandra, Jake and Zelda. He is also
survived by his niece Jill (Buddy)
Epstein, their children, Amanda and
Jake, as well as Adelle’s children,
Phyllis, Stacey, Karen, David and their
children. A radar instructor in the
U.S. Navy during WWII, he received
a degree in Mechanical Engineering
from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute
in 1948. Hewas in the lingerie business
in New York for over 25 years before
joining his brother in developing and
marketing Creston Vineyard, a Central
Coast winery in Paso Robles. His later
life was filled with travel, music and
Words with Friends. He will be dearly
missed.

August 8, 1924 - October 19, 2015
Rosenbloom, bertram H

Melanie Susan Redmond of La
Canada, California passed away
unexpectedly of natural causes on May
24, 2015 at age 61. She is survived by
her two sisters, Kathleen Kamille and
Patricia Redmond; one brother, John
Redmond and her niece and nephew,
Sarah and Charles Redmond. Melanie
was a graduate of Holy Redeemer,
Immaculate Heart High School, the
University of Southern California and
USC Dental School. She gave of her
time to various organizations and
causes and was a patron of the arts.
Following a private family service she
was interred at the Cathedral of Our
Lady of the Angels in Los Angeles,
California. Cabot & Sons, Pasadena
Directors.

Redmond, melanie Susan
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